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November 1, 2016

President's Message: What a Celebration!
Last week more than 1,000 fellows gathered in
Washington, DC for our 2016 policy conference --
and we had a lot to celebrate! 

We honored five new Living Legends: Linda Burnes
Bolton, Ann Wolbert Burgess, Colleen Conway-
Welch, Joyce J. Fitzpatrick, and Martha N. Hill. The
contributions of these remarkable women remind me
that we, the Academy fellows, are in the company of
many exceptionally talented individuals who commit
their time and talent to our Academy. 

We also celebrated three new Edge Runners as part
of our Raise the Voice Initiative. Their nurse-
designed models of care are honored because the evidence-based clinical
and financial outcomes serve as an inspiration to all of us. 

We began the conference with the Institute for Nursing Leadership's annual
Leadership Workshop. We examined preparation for appointments through
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dialogues with experts on board appointments and the board search process. 

The policy dialogues have become a brilliant format for highlighting the work
of our expert panels. I was particularly pleased with the policy dialogue on
Registered Nurses: Partners in Transforming Primary Care, as this
showcased the Academy's work with the Macy Foundation to highlight the
value that RNs bring to primary care teams. I highly recommend the Macy
Foundation Conference Recommendations "Registered Nurses: Partners in
Transforming Primary Care." 

The educational panels were some of the best we've had. They all focused on
the future and transformation of health, quality, and healthcare economics.

We proudly acknowledged two award recipients: Dr. Linda Schwartz with the
Civitas Award, and Dr. Mary Wakefield with the Health Care Leader
Award.  And we honored the members of our President's Circle with a lovely
reception that acknowledged their generosity in giving a gift to the Academy
of $1,000 or more. 

Our policy conference culminated in the biggest celebration of all as we
inducted 164 new fellows and four honorary fellows: Yvette Perry Conley,
Lorina Marshall-Blake, Daniel B. Oerther, and Edward S. Salsberg.

Space precludes me from including all of the very special and moving
celebrations that filled our conference! I feel proud and humble to serve as
your president. Our vision is about transformation and I really felt that
movement during the conference. 

In my upcoming President's Messages I’ll tell you more about our strategic
plan so stay tuned and, as always, please let me know what you think! 

Sincerely,

Bobbie Berkowitz, PhD, RN, NEA-BC, FAAN 
President
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PS - We distributed the Academy's 2015-2016 Annual Report to all attendees
at the policy conference. Everyone can find it online by clicking here. 

Policy Update

The Academy is pleased to co-sign a letter to Congressional leadership with
the March of Dimes to strongly urge the inclusion of Section 505 of S. 2680,
the Mental Health Reform Act of 2016, in the final version of any mental
health reform legislation. This provision, taken from H.R. 3235/S. 2311,
the Bringing Postpartum Depression Out of the Shadows Act, is the only
provision specifically for women and is critical to addressing the mental health
challenges facing millions of families.  The legislation would make grants to
the states to improve screening for and treatment of postpartum depression in
pregnant women and those who have recently given birth. 

Fellow Appointments: Institute for Nursing Leadership

Joanne Disch, PhD, RN, FAAN, a past president of the
Academy, was elected chair of the Aurora Health Care
board of directors. She is the first nurse to chair the
board for Aurora, a not-for-profit health care provider in
Wisconsin and Illinois that serves more than 1.2 million
patients per year. Dr. Disch, professor ad honorem at
the University of Minnesota School of Nursing, previously
served the University as director of the Katharine J.
Densford Center for Nursing Leadership. Dr. Disch was
inducted into the Academy in 1991. 

Elayne Kornblatt Phillips, PhD, RN, FAAN, was
appointed by Governor Terry McAuliffe to the Virginia
Health Workforce Development Authority, which was
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established by the General Assembly to facilitate the
development of a quality health workforce. A clinical
associate professor and research program officer at the
University of Virginia School of Nursing, Dr. Phillips
previously served as the director of research for the
University’s International Health Care Worker Safety
Center. She was inducted into the Academy in 2014. 

2016 Policy Conference: Thank You!

Thank you to everyone who attended the
Academy's 2016 Transforming Health,
Driving Policy Conference. We hope you
found the time spent of great value, and
enjoyed networking with your colleagues!
(Pictured, left to right: Academy CEO Cheryl
Sullivan, President Bobbie Berkowitz and
President-Elect Karen Cox.)

Conference Evaluation: So that we can better tailor next year’s event to
your needs, please complete the 2016 Academy Policy Conference
Evaluation by clicking here. If you purchased Continuing Education Credit
as part of your conference registration, a certificate will be e-mailed to you
upon completion of the conference evaluation.

Save the Date! Next year’s Transforming Health, Driving Policy Conference
will be held October 5–7, 2017 at the Marriott Marquis in Washington, DC. 

Support the Academy

Please click here to donate to the Rheba de Tornyay Development
Fund!
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Your gift, at a level that is
meaningful to you, is truly
appreciated and is a critical
investment in the future of nursing
policy. The Academy is an
independent 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization and your financial gift is tax-deductible to the fullest extent
allowable by law. With a donation of $1,000 or more, you become a member
of the President's Circle. Members of the President's Circle are invited to an
exclusive reception hosted by the Academy President during the annual policy
conference.

In Memoriam

Mary Louise Adams, PhD, RN, FNP, FAAN, passed
away peacefully on October 16th at the age of 74. Dr.
Adams taught at the University of Texas School of
Nursing for more than 30 years. Before retiring in 2014,
her roles at the University included associate professor
of clinical nursing; director, Family Nurse Practitioner
Program; and lead faculty, Family Nurse Practitioner
Tract. Her most notable contributions to nursing were
broadening preventive cancer care, advocacy for
minority and underserved populations, increasing
access to care, educating nursing students, and
influencing health policy. She was inducted into the Academy in 2011. 

Fellow Achievements
Ruth Anderson,
PhD, RN, FAAN,
received the 2016
Path Paver Award

 Maureen Shawn
Kennedy, MA,
RN, FAAN,
received the
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from the Friends
of the National
Institute for
Nursing Research
in October. The
award recognizes
a nurse researcher whose work
demonstrates a long program of
contributions in a field that advances
understanding of human health and
health care. Dr. Anderson, associate
dean for research at the University of
North Carolina School of Nursing, has
explored the intersection between care
systems and chronic illness for more
than 25 years. She was inducted into
the Academy in 2003. 

Margaret
Comerford Freda
Award for Editorial
Leadership in
Nursing
Publication from
the International
Academy of Nursing Editors in August.
The award recognizes outstanding
contributions by an editor in pursuit of
excellence in nursing. Ms. Kennedy is
the Editor-in-Chief of the American
Journal of Nursing. She has authored
award-winning reports and investigative
studies that have increased nurses’
awareness of critical issues. She was
inducted into the Academy in 2014. 

Diane Feeney
Mahoney PhD,
RN, FGSA,
FAAN, received
the MGH Institute
of Health
Profession’s
Excellence in
Research Award
in September.
The award honors an Institute faculty
member who has a sustained research
program that is recognized globally. Dr.
Mahoney is credited with developing
innovative technology-based
interventions that support adults with
Alzheimer’s Disease and their
caregivers. She is the MGH Institute

E. Michele
Richardson-
Chambliss, DNP,
RN, FAAN, was
appointed the
director, Federal
Tort Claims Act
Division, Bureau
of Primary Health
Care, Health
Resources and Services
Administration, US Department of
Health and Human Services. In her new
role, Dr. Richardson-Chambliss will be
the champion and principal advisor of
patient safety and risk management for
underserved populations. She was
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School of Nursing’s Mohr Research
Professor in Geriatric Nursing and
director of gerontechnology. Dr.
Mahoney was inducted into the
Academy in 2009.

inducted into the Academy in 2010 and
currently serves as chair of the
Diversity and Inclusivity Committee.

Diane L. Spatz,
PhD, RN-BC,
FAAN, received
the Lifetime
Achievement
Award from the
National
Association of
Neonatal Nurses
in October. The
award honors longstanding, profound
impact on neonatal nursing. Dr. Spatz
is director of the Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia’s Lactation Program and a
professor at the University of
Pennsylvania School of Nursing. She
was inducted into the Academy in 2007
and recognized as an Academy Edge
Runner for her model of care to
promote and protect human milk and
breastfeeding in vulnerable infants. 

Katherine
Thomas, MN, RN,
FAAN, began a
two-year term as
president of the
National Council of
State Boards of
Nursing (NCSBN)
at the conclusion
of the 2016
Delegate Assembly
in August. The NCSBN brings together
boards of nursing to act on matters of
common interest, and provides
education, service, and research to
promote evidence-based regulatory
excellence for patient safety and public
protection. Ms. Thomas has been
executive director of the Texas Board
of Nursing since 1995. She was
inducted into the Academy in 2011. 

Anne Turner-Henson, PhD, RN, FAAN, was recently
recognized by the US Environmental Protection Agency
as a Children’s Environmental Health Hero. Dr. Turner-
Henson, a professor at the University of Alabama at
Birmingham School of Nursing, was honored for
providing visionary leadership in protecting children from
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harmful exposures where they live, learn and play. A
pediatric nurse, she was inducted into the Academy in
2011.

Have news to share?
Let us know

Career Opportunities

(The following are Paid Announcements)

Click here to view our current employment opportunities.

Advertise your employment opportunities or special
announcements in FAAN Mail

American Academy of Nursing
Washington, DC

info@aannet.org | www.aannet.org | 202-777-1170

http://www.aannet.org/
mailto:info@aannet.org
http://www.aannet.org/advertising
http://www.aannet.org/resources/job-postings
mailto:info@aannet.org
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com



